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WORD FROM THE  TRESURER

SAADKHAN ISMAIL

Dear Members and Stakeholders,

As the Treasurer of the Tanzania Truck Owners Association (TATOA), I am honored to address you during this pivotal time for
our industry. The challenges we face, particularly with the recent closure of the Zambia and DRC border, have tested our
resilience and unity. It is crucial that we come together to navigate these obstacles and advocate for our collective interests.

The Tanzania Truck Owners Association has been proactive in engaging with the Tanzanian government to address the
implications of the border closure. Our efforts to present a united front highlight the importance of our role in the transportation
sector and the broader economy. We are committed to ensuring that our voices are heard and that we work towards practical
solutions that will allow us to continue our operations smoothly.

In addition to our advocacy efforts, we are dedicated to maintaining transparency and accountability in our financial dealings. As
your Treasurer, I assure you that we are managing our resources responsibly to support initiatives that benefit all our members.
We are also exploring new avenues for funding and partnerships that will enhance our capacity to serve you better.

I encourage all members to stay engaged, share your experiences, and participate in our meetings and discussions. Your insights
are invaluable as we strategize for the future. Together, we can strengthen our association and ensure that the interests of truck
owners in Tanzania are prioritized.

THANK YOU FOR YOUR CONTINUED SUPPORT AND COMMITMENT TO OUR SHARED MISSION.
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Launch of Guidelines for Handling and
Management of Ammonium Nitrate BY GCLA

On August 24, 2024, a significant milestone was achieved
with the launch of comprehensive guidelines for the
handling and management of ammonium nitrate in
Tanzania. This initiative, vital for enhancing safety and
environmental protection, was unveiled at a well-
attended event that brought together industry
stakeholders, government officials, and representatives
from various sectors.

 Importance of the Guidelines

Ammonium nitrate, commonly used in the agriculture and mining industries, poses potential risks if not handled
properly. The new guidelines aim to establish best practices for the safe transportation, storage, and use of this
chemical. By implementing these protocols, the Tanzania Truck Owners Association (TTOA) seeks to ensure the
safety of transporters, workers, and the surrounding communities.

Key Features of the Guidelines

The guidelines cover several crucial aspects, including:

- *Transportation Protocols*: Clear instructions on the safe loading, unloading, and transport of ammonium
nitrate to minimize risks during transit.
- *Storage Requirements*: Recommendations for appropriate storage facilities that meet safety standards to
prevent accidents.
- *Emergency Response Plans*: Strategies for handling emergencies related to ammonium nitrate, including spill
management and evacuation procedures.

- ⁠

Stakeholder Collaboration

The successful launch of these guidelines was made possible through collaboration among various stakeholders,
including government agencies, industry leaders, and safety experts. Their collective effort underscores the
importance of shared responsibility in ensuring the safe handling of hazardous materials.
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Moving Forward

As the guidelines are rolled out, the Tanzania Truck Owners Association encourages all members to
familiarize themselves with the new protocols and integrate them into their operations. Continued
education and training will be essential to ensure that everyone involved in the handling and transport of
ammonium nitrate is equipped with the knowledge and skills needed to operate safely.

The launch of these guidelines marks a pivotal step toward enhancing safety standards in Tanzania's
transport sector. Together, we can ensure a safer future for all. Stay tuned for more updates and resources
in our e-magazine!

The TATOA is committed to promoting safety and compliance within the trucking industry. By adhering
to these new guidelines, transporters can significantly reduce the risks associated with ammonium nitrate
and contribute to a safer working environment.

COMMITMENT TO SAFETY
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Celebrating Excellence at the 200 CEOs Business Forum

On August 29, 2024, Mlimani City Conference Center in Dar es Salaam hosted the highly
anticipated 200 CEOs Business Forum. This prestigious event brought together key
stakeholders from various sectors, including oil and gas, mining, logistics, and transport. It
served as a platform for networking, knowledge sharing, and discussing the future of these
vital industries in Tanzania.

The forum attracted a diverse group of participants, including government officials, industry
experts, and business leaders. Attendees engaged in insightful discussions about the challenges
and opportunities facing the transport and logistics sectors, emphasizing the critical role of
collaboration in driving growth.

 A GATHERING OF INDUSTRY LEADERS
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Honoring Excellence in the Transport Sector

During the forum, several outstanding individuals were recognized for their contributions to the industry.
Notably, Mr. Faraj Abri, the CEO of ASAS, was awarded *CEO of the Year* in the transport industry.
His leadership and innovative approach have significantly impacted the sector, setting a benchmark for
excellence.

In addition, Salim Said Bakresa received a *Certificate of Lifetime Achievement* for his remarkable
contributions to the logistics and transport fields. His dedication and vision have played a crucial role in
shaping the industry landscape in Tanzania.
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Looking Ahead

The 200 CEOs Business Forum not only celebrated individual achievements but also
highlighted the importance of strategic partnerships and continuous improvement within the
transport sector. As the industry evolves, events like these foster collaboration and inspire
future leaders.

The Tanzania Truck Owners Association congratulates all award recipients and
encourages its members to continue striving for excellence in their respective fields.
Together, we can build a robust and sustainable transport industry that drives economic
growth in Tanzania.
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TANZANIA TRUCK OWNERS ASSOCIATION RECEIVES
APPRECIATION AWARDS FROM LATRA
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In a significant acknowledgment of the pivotal role played by the Tanzania Truck
Owners Association (TATOA) in the transportation industry, the Land Transport
Regulatory Authority (LATRA) recently presented an appreciation award to the
association. This honor not only celebrates the contributions of truck owners in
facilitating the movement of goods across the nation but also emphasizes the
importance of collaboration between regulatory bodies and industry stakeholders.

Recognizing the Backbone of Transportation

The transportation sector in Tanzania is crucial for economic growth, connecting
producers to markets and consumers to essential goods. The TATOA has been at the
forefront of this industry, ensuring that transportation services are not only efficient
but also reliable and safe. By advocating for the rights of truck owners and
promoting best practices, the association has helped streamline operations and
enhance service delivery.

Acknowledgment from LATRA

During the award ceremony, LATRA officials highlighted the association's
commitment to improving the transportation landscape in Tanzania. 

Commitment to Excellence

In accepting the award, the leadership of the TATOA expressed gratitude for the
recognition and reaffirmed their commitment to excellence in service delivery. They
emphasized that this award is not just a tribute to the efforts of truck owners but a
motivation to continue striving for better standards in the industry.



TATOA E-MAGAZINE

9

 Future Collaboration

The award has also opened doors for future collaborations between LATRA and the TATOA.
By working together, both entities aim to address challenges such as road safety, regulatory
compliance, and the adoption of new technologies in transportation. These initiatives will
ultimately lead to a more robust and sustainable transportation system in Tanzania.

 Conclusion

The appreciation award from LATRA to the Tanzania Truck Owners Association is a testament
to the vital role truck owners play in the transportation industry. As the sector continues to
evolve, the TATOA remains committed to advocating for its members and ensuring that the
transportation network in Tanzania is efficient, safe, and responsive to the needs of the
economy. Together, with LATRA and other stakeholders, the TATOA is poised to drive the
industry forward into a new era of growth and sustainability.
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Advocating for the Reopening of the Zambia and DRC Border

The recent closure of the Zambia and Democratic Republic of Congo (DRC) border has created significant
challenges for the transportation sector in Tanzania. With vital trade routes affected, the Tanzania Truck
Owners Association (TATOA) has stepped up to engage with the Tanzanian government, aiming to
facilitate the reopening of the border and ensure the continuity of operations for its members.

Understanding the Impact

The closure has disrupted the movement of goods between Tanzania and its neighbors, impacting not just
truck owners but also businesses that rely on timely deliveries. Essential commodities, including agricultural
products and manufactured goods, are facing delays, leading to increased costs and potential shortages in
local markets.

 TATOA’s Engagement with Government

Recognizing the urgency of the situation, the TATOA has initiated constructive dialogue with key
government officials. The association's leadership has conducted meetings with representatives from the
Ministry of Transport and the Ministry of Trade to discuss the implications of the border closure and
explore strategies for reopening.

Proposing Solutions

In addition to advocating for the reopening of the border, the TATOA has proposed solutions to mitigate
future disruptions. These include enhancing customs processes to reduce waiting times at borders and
improving communication between countries to ensure that truck owners are informed of any changes in
regulations or procedures. And also proposing alternative route to Entry to DRC that is using lake
Tanganyika 

Looking Ahead

The TATOA remains optimistic about the potential for a resolution. By actively engaging with the
government and other stakeholders, the association is committed to ensuring that the borders reopen and
that trade can resume without further interruptions. The TATOA is also focusing on building a more
resilient transportation network that can withstand future challenges.
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Conclusion

The closure of the Zambia and DRC border has posed significant
challenges for truck owners in Tanzania. However, through proactive
engagement with the government and collaboration with industry
stakeholders, the Tanzania Truck Owners Association is working
diligently to advocate for the reopening of the border. As they navigate
this complex situation, the TATOA remains dedicated to supporting its
members and ensuring the continuity of operations, reinforcing the vital
role of truck owners in the region's economy.
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TANZANIA TRUCK OWNERS MEETS WITH  DPW TO DISCUSS
CHALLENGES  OF EXPORT CONTAINERS

In a recent meeting between truck owners in Tanzania and representatives from the Dar es Salaam Port
(DPW), critical concerns regarding the acceptance of export containers were addressed. The primary
issue at hand is DPW's policy of not accepting containers until a scanning report is issued, a situation that
has led to drivers rejecting fully loaded export containers destined for DPW.

Key Issues Discussed

 1. *Scanning and Vessel Planning*
DPW explained that the refusal to offload containers from trucks is a necessary measure to avoid delays
in vessel planning. If a container is loaded onto a vessel without the appropriate scanning report, it could
result in additional restowage by the terminal, subsequently delaying the vessel’s departure. This practice
is aimed at ensuring that all containers offloaded in the DPW yard have scanning results, allowing for a
smoother loading process onto vessels.

2. *Impact on Operations and Costs*
The operational challenges stemming from the scanning policy have significant cost implications for all
parties involved, including Customs Freight Agents (CFAs), transporters, and the terminal itself. When
containers are loaded without a scanning report, the additional restowage costs are incurred by the
terminal, which ultimately affects the pricing and efficiency of services offered to customers.
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Agreements and Action Items

Following thorough discussions, several agreements were reached:

- *Cut-Off Days*: DPW agreed to establish cut-off days 24 hours before the Estimated
Time of Berthing (ETB). This change will provide a necessary timeframe for completing
vessel planning and addressing operational challenges related to scanning delays.

- *Acceptance of Scanned Containers*: DPW will accept containers that have been
stamped by the Tanzania Revenue Authority (TRA) customs officer, indicating that the
containers have been scanned and the physical scanned paperwork is available.

- *No Further Gate Extensions*: The terminal emphasized that there will be no further
extensions beyond the established cut-off days. This decision was supported by both the
Tanzania Truck Owners Association (TATOA) and the Tanzania Freight Forwarders
Association (TAFFA).
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Conclusion

The meeting between Tanzania truck owners and DPW marks a significant step towards
resolving the issues surrounding the acceptance of export containers. By implementing the
agreed-upon measures, stakeholders aim to enhance productivity, reduce costs, and streamline
operations at the terminal, ultimately benefiting the entire logistics chain. As both parties work
together, the focus remains on improving efficiency and service delivery for all involved in the
export process.
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UPCOMING EVENTS
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MEMBERS VISITS


