
 
 

 

 



 
 

WORD FROM CHAIRMAN 

Dear Members, Partners, and Stakeholders, 

It is my pleasure to welcome you to this edition of the TATOA E-Magazine. As 

we navigate a rapidly evolving logistics landscape, our commitment remains 

unchanged: to advocate for a trade and transport environment that is efficient, 

competitive, and supportive of our members’ growth. 

This quarter, several issues have dominated our engagements with government, port authorities, 

and regional partners. These are matters that touch directly on your operations, costs, and ability 

to deliver. 

Demurrage Charges Caused by Container Transfer Delays  

The persistent delays in transferring laden containers from the Port of Dar es Salaam to Inland 

Container Depots continue to be a major concern. These delays push containers beyond free 

storage time, forcing our members to bear demurrage costs that arise from system inefficiencies 

rather than transporter fault. TATOA has maintained strong engagement with TASAC, TRA, 

ministry of Transport to demand streamlined cargo movement in Dar Es Salaam Port. Demurrage 

should not be used to penalize transporters for delays beyond their control. 

Delays in Empty Container Offloading   

The slow offloading of empty containers at yards and ICDs is another critical challenge. When 

empties are not offloaded on time, our trucks are tied up, turnaround cycles are disrupted, and 

operational costs rise unnecessarily. We are calling for dedicated return windows, improved yard 

management, and better communication so that empty equipment moves with the same urgency as 

laden cargo. Every hour lost at the ECD is lost productivity on the road. 

Expansion of Entry Point at Tunduma on the Tanzania Side  

We commend the government for expanding the entry point at Tunduma on the Tanzania side. The 

upgraded infrastructure and additional lanes will significantly improve truck movement at the 

border. This expansion will reduce congestion and waiting times, enabling our drivers to cross 

faster and meet delivery schedules. It is clear proof that targeted infrastructure investment delivers 

immediate gains for trade facilitation. 

Opening of Nakonde One Stop Border Post   

The operationalization of the Nakonde One Stop Border Post the use of new scanner is a major 

step forward for regional trade. With Tanzania and Zambia conducting joint clearance under one 

roof, we are currently experiencing shorter transit times, reduced clearance costs, and greater 

transparency. TATOA will continue working closely with TRA, ZRA, and other border agencies 



 
to ensure OSBP procedures are fully harmonized and that any remaining bottlenecks at the last 

mile are addressed. 

 

Looking Ahead   

Our focus this year remains on preventing delays, protecting transporters from unfair costs, and 

promoting seamless cross-border movement. While we keep pressure on demurrage and empty 

container challenges, we will also support and monitor government initiatives at Tunduma and 

Nakonde that are already showing positive results. 

I thank the TATOA Secretariat and every member for your resilience and collaboration. Let this 

magazine serve as a platform to share updates, document progress, and speak with one voice for 

the trucking industry. 

Together, we are moving freight, moving trade, and moving Tanzania forward. 

 

Elias Lukumay   

Chairman, Tanzania Truck Owners Association – TATOA   

Dar es Salaam, May 2026 

 



 
TRANSPORT MINISTRY BUDGET PRESENTATION REPORT 

13 May 2026 

TATOA participated in the presentation of the 

Ministry of Transport’s 2026/2027 Budget 

Speech following an official invitation from the 

Ministry of Transport. The presentation 

provided an overview of the transport sector’s 

performance, key achievements recorded 

during recent years, implementation progress of 

the 2025/2026 budget, and priorities for the 

upcoming financial year. 

The Minister reported that the transport sector 

recorded a growth rate of 7.5 percent and 

currently ranks as the fifth-largest contributor to 

Tanzania’s Gross Domestic Product (GDP). 

During the implementation of the 2025/2026 

budget, the Ministry received TZS 2.746 trillion 

to support recurrent expenditure and 

development projects. 

Significant 

progress was 

recorded across the 

transport sector. 

Cargo throughput 

at the Port of Dar es 

Salaam increased 

from 16.27 million 

tonnes to 27.76 

million tonnes, 

while average 

monthly container 

throughput 

increased from 

61,000 TEUs to 

102,000 TEUs.  

 

 

Operational efficiency also improved, with 

container vessel service time reducing from ten 

days to three days and anchorage waiting time 

decreasing from 46 days to seven days. 

The Ministry further outlined its priorities for 

the 2026/2027 financial year, including 

modernization of railway infrastructure, 

improvement of port facilities and services, 

enhancement of air transport services, 

rehabilitation of vessels, strengthening transport 

safety and regulation, and upgrading sector-

specific training institutions. 

For the 2026/2027 financial year, the Ministry 

requested a total budget of TZS 2.87 trillion, 

consisting of recurrent expenditure and 

development funding. 



 
TASAC SITS DOWN WITH TRANSPORTERS AND CFAs TO UNLOCK 

CONTAINER MOVEMENT 

High-Level Talks Held During 

2026/2027 Transport Budget 

Presentation in Dodoma 13 May 

2026 | Parliament of Tanzania  

While the Ministry of 

Transport tabled its 2026/2027 

budget inside Parliament, the 

real conversation also 

happened in a room. The 

Tanzania Shipping Agencies 

Corporation - TASAC met the 

key drivers of cargo 

movement: leaders from 

transport associations 

including TATOA and 

TAMSTOA, plus the Tanzania 

Freight Forwarders 

Association – TAFFA 

The meeting was chaired by 

TASAC Director General, Mr. 

Mohamed Salum. The agenda 

was urgent but familiar: how to 

move containers faster from 

Port to ICDs, cut delays, 

Compliance to TASAC 

regulations especially GN Cap. 

415 of 2022 Sec 11 and 19 and 

make Tanzania’s supply chain 

more competitive.  

The TAFFA President, Mr. 

Edward Urio said their 

frustration was clear. Payments 

are delayed, and demurrage 

charges keep climbing. For 

CFAs, every extra day a 

container sits costs money and 

reputation. The system moves 

cargo, but the costs are moving 

faster. From the road side, 

TATOA brought a message of 

readiness. Speaking on behalf 

of the association, Mr. Fahmy 

Ahmed said truck owners are  

 

 

prepared to ease congestion at 

the ports. The condition is 

simple: Ensure timely transfers 

of containers to ICD and let the 

party that causes delays bear 

the responsibilities. 

The discussion went deeper. 

Stakeholders flagged volatile 

foreign exchange rates that 

throw off cost calculations, 

rising charges for cargo 

volume, and a shortage of 

equipment at some dry ports.  

 

 



 
These small frictions add up 

and slow down deliveries 

across the country. 

Wrapping up, TASAC DG 

Mohamed Salum reminded the 

room that maritime transport 

operates under international 

law, and Government is 

pushing several reforms.  

One key move is redirecting 

export-bound cargo to be 

cleared from Morogoro instead 

of only Dar es Salaam. The 

goal is to spread the load and 

speed up movement. 

He ended with a direct call to 

action for TATOA: sign a 

Memorandum of 

Understanding with TASAC. 

A formal agreement, he said, 

would streamline operations 

and strengthen cooperation 

between the regulator and 

truck owners. That partnership, 

he argued, is how Tanzania 

builds a transport sector that 

works for traders, truckers, and 

the economy. 

TASAC DG Mohamed Salum with TATOA and TAFFA leaders during 

the Dodoma engagement, 13 May 2026. 

 



 
Tasac Act Cap 415 of 2022 Sec 11&19 

11. Application of licence  

(1) Any person intending to carry on the business of shipping agency shall make an 

application to the Authority on the prescribed form and pay the prescribed fee. 

(2) Where the Authority approves an application made under subsection (1) licence to the 

applicant. 

(3) The Authority shall not issue a licence to any applicant if— 

(a) the applicant is a ship owner, an operator or a charterer; , the Authority shall issue 

a 

(b) the applicant does not possess the prescribed qualifications for the proper carrying 

on of the business of shipping agency; 

(c) the applicant has a known criminal record inside or outside the country; or  

(d) the provisions of this Act or regulations made under this Act have not been 

complied with. 

 

19. Offences and penalties  

Any person who—  

(a) furnished any return, written information or explanation containing any particulars 

which to his knowledge are false or incorrect; or 

(b) acts in contravention of any provision of this Act or any regulations made under this 

Act commits an offence and on conviction is liable, subject to a penalty prescribed by 

the Regulations regarding a specific offence, to a fine of not more than US $20,000 or 

its equivalent in Tanzania Shillings or to imprisonment for a term of not more than 

five years or to both.



 
DRY PORT TARIFFS UNDER REVIEW: TATOA PUSHES FOR FAIRER, 

CLEARER CHARGES 

Stakeholder Talks Aim to Align Costs 

with Today’s Realities | 18 May 2026 

| National College of Tourism 

The Tanzania Shipping Agency 

Corporation opened a formal 

review of the Dry Port Tariff 
Order first issued under 

Government Notice No. 459 of 

2022. Four years later, the 
working environment has 

changed. Operational challenges 

have piled up. TASAC’s goal is to 

make sure tariffs stay relevant, 
cost-reflective, and strong enough 

to support dry ports for the long 

haul. 

The session was opened by Mr. 

Mlali, Director of Maritime 

Transport Regulations. From 

there, TATOA joined the table 

fully and brought truck 

owners’ realities into the 

discussion. The issues on the 

table were not abstract  they hit 

margins, delivery times, and 

trust between partners. 

TASAC laid out its case first. 

They walked stakeholders 

through the challenges 

currently weighing on dry port 

operations, explained the 

approach behind the proposed 

tariff structure, and outlined 

the expected outcomes if the 

new rates take effect. The 

Authority also shared the 

guiding principles it wants to 

anchor the review on, plus 

proposed capped charges for 

ICDLC and ICDTC that were 

attached to the meeting 

documents. 

When it was time for 

stakeholders to respond, 

TATOA and other players 

pushed for practical fixes, not 

just theory. On transfer charges 

from the port terminal to the 

ICD, the call was for clarity 

and fairness:  

 

 

A 20ft light container should 

carry a transfer charge of USD 

50. For container evacuation, 

the proposal was to adjust the 

40ft rate to USD 75 instead of 

keeping it flat at USD 35 for 

both 20ft and 40ft. The logic is 

simple the pricing should 

encourage transporters to 

move 40ft units instead of 

penalizing them with the same 

rate as smaller containers. 

Accountability was another 

flashpoint.Stakeholders argued 

that the tariff must spell out 

who pays when things go 

wrong. If delays happen, the 

party responsible should bear 

the cost automatically, without 

every case dissolving into a 

chain of letters and disputes.  

 

 

The recommendation is for the 

new tariff to lock that principle 

in, so responsibility is clear 

from day one. 

Transparency mattered too. 

The review should show the 

formula behind the proposed 

Stakeholders during the dry port tariff consultation at National College 

of Tourism, 18 May 2026 



 
charges so everyone reached. 

On handling, stakeholders said 

lift-on and lift-off charges 

should stay as they are. Drop-

off charges, however, were 

flagged as too high, with the 

advice that current rates should 

be maintained to avoid adding 

more pressure on transporters. 

Finally, the conversation 

touched on compensation. The 

tariff needs a clause requiring 

ICDs or ECDs to compensate a 

CFA or transporter when 

delays are caused by the depot. 

It’s about fairness  if one side’s 

delay costs the other money, 

the cost should follow the 

cause. 

This review is still in motion, 

but the message from the room 

was consistent: tariffs must 

reflect reality. With TATOA at 

the table, truck owners are 

making sure the final numbers 

protect both efficiency and 

sustainability in Tanzania’s 

logistics chain. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 
 

NOTICE FROM TASAC



 
 

 

 



 
DPW AND TRUCK ASSOCIATION FIND COMMON GROUND ON 

SAFETY

22nd May 2026 | DPW Offices, Dar 

es Salaam 

The boardroom at DPW 

Offices carried a sense of 

urgency on 22nd May as DPW 

leadership sat down with 

transport associations to 

confront a growing challenge: 

efficiency at the port was 

climbing, but so were safety 

risks. 

DPW opened the meeting by 

walking stakeholders through 

its operational performance 

journey up to May 2026. The 

numbers told a clear story. 

New systems and process 

improvements had unlocked 

faster movement of cargo, and 

as a result, truck inflow and 

outflow within the terminal 

had increased significantly. 

More trucks, more trade, more 

pressure on the yard. 

But that progress came with a 

cost. With the rise in truck 

traffic came a rise in safety and 

compliance incidents. By May 

2026, the number of truck 

violations recorded inside the 

port had already surpassed the 

entire total for 2025. DPW was 

direct in its message: sustained 

port efficiency cannot exist 

without strict adherence to 

safety standards. Every truck 

owner and driver operating 

inside the terminal has a role to 

play in keeping the yard safe 

and the cargo moving. 

The core of the discussion then 

turned to responsibility. DPW 

called on transport associations 

to step up as the first line of 

enforcement. The expectation 

is clear — associations must 

reinforce safety and 

compliance requirements 

among their members, make 

sure every driver understands 

the rules, and take ownership 

of violations reported under 

their banner. For trucks 

flagged for non-compliance, 

associations are expected to 

engage the owners directly and 

ensure corrective action is 

taken without delay. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

To keep the momentum going 

beyond this single meeting, 

DPW announced the formation 

of an Incident Monitoring Task 

Force. The goal is simple: track 

incidents in real time and 

respond faster. Each transport 

association will nominate one 

focal person to sit on the task 

force and act as the direct link 

between the port and its 

members. That liaison will 

ensure issues are 

communicated quickly and 

solutions are implemented on 

the ground. 

On his side Elitunu Malamia, 

DPW representative said Port 

efficiency and truck safety are 

not competing goals — they 

depend on each other. And 

with associations now fully in 

the loop as partners, not just 

stakeholders, the path forward 

is one of shared accountability. 

 

DPW officials and transport association leaders during the 22 

May 2026 engagement 

 



 
REVIEW AND REDUCTION OF THE PORT INFRUSTRUCTURE 

DEVELOPMENT (PID) LEVY 

 



 
LATRA AND TRUCK OWNERS CHART A NEW COURSE ON FUEL 

COSTS AND BROKER

Dar es Salaam | 29 May 2026 | 

LATRA Headquarters  

After hours of frank 

discussion, the Land Transport 

Regulatory Authority and the 

Tanzania Truck Owners 

Association emerged with 

agreements that could reshape 

how business is done on 

Tanzania’s roads. The focus 

was clear: bring transparency 

to cargo allocation, ease the 

weight of rising costs, and 

secure the future of a sector 

that moves over 80% of the 

country’s trade. 

The meeting opened with one 

of the industry’s oldest 

frustrations unregulated 

brokers. For years, middlemen 

operating outside any system 

have diverted cargo, inflated 

costs, and exposed truck 

owners to fraud. That chapter 

is now closing. LATRA and 

TATOA agreed that all cargo 

brokers must be registered 

through a secure digital 

platform managed by the 

Authority. But registration 

alone is not enough. Every 

broker will face strict vetting 

on integrity, financial capacity, 

and professional qualifications 

before they can operate.  

On his side CPA. Habib Suluo 

said unregistered brokers will 

no longer be recognized. The 

goal is to return control of 

cargo to legitimate truck 

owners and restore trust in the 

allocation process. 

On pricing, the conversation 

took a decisive turn. The long 

debate over “indicative freight 

rates” for general cargo and 

containers ended with a  

 

commitment to let the market 

decide. LATRA agreed it will 

not set rates for standard cargo 

transport. Instead, freight 

prices will rise and fall with 

supply and demand, giving the 

sector room to adapt without 

rigid controls. 

 

 

LATRA and Transport Associations leadership at the discussion 

engagement, 29th May 2026 

 



 
 The Authority’s role will shift 

to regulation, monitoring, and 

issuing guidelines ensuring 

fairness without fixing prices. 

Fuel costs dominated the room. 

With pump prices squeezing 

margins, truck owners laid out 

the pressure they face daily. In 

response, three actions were 

agreed. First, the issues around 

fuel levies, taxes, and duties 

will be taken up with the 

Ministries of Energy and 

Finance for deeper policy 

review. Second, for domestic 

fuel tankers whose rates fall 

under LATRA’s mandate, the 

Authority committed to review 

the indicative rates so they 

reflect the current cost of fuel.  

Third, LATRA and 

stakeholders will launch a cost 

benchmarking study that 

compares Tanzania’s transport 

expenses with those of 

competing regional markets. 

The findings will guide 

decisions based on data, not 

assumptions. 

The final item on the table was 

the planned drivers’ strike set 

for 1st July 2026. Truck 

owners, speaking through their 

associations, made their 

position clear: they are not 

party to any strike. The stance 

was one of partnership over 

protest.  

Associations reaffirmed their 

commitment to work with 

LATRA and Government 

through dialogue, tackling 

drivers’ grievances directly to 

keep the wheels turning and 

avoid disruptions that hurt 

everyone. 

These resolutions mark more 

than a meeting outcome. They 

signal a new chapter for 

Tanzania’s trucking sector one 

built on transparency, market 

logic, and shared responsibility 

between regulators and 

operators. 

  

 

 



 
JOINT COMMUNIQUÉ OF THE 5TH JOINT TRADE COMMITTEE 

BETWEEN TANZANIA AND ZAMBIA

The Fifth Joint Trade Committee meeting between Tanzania and Zambia was held at the Tunduma 
One Stop Border Post to review previous commitments, discuss emerging trade challenges, and 
strengthen bilateral economic cooperation between the two countries. 

The meeting reaffirmed the long-standing relationship between Tanzania and Zambia and 
emphasized the importance of promoting trade, investment, transportation, logistics services, and 
private sector participation. 

Several non-tariff barriers were discussed, resulting in progress on a number of key issues. The 
two countries agreed to harmonize fuel measurement standards through a Mutual Recognition 
Agreement and welcomed the removal of Zambia's restrictions on night travel for trucks and public 
service vehicles. 

The meeting also noted improvements in customs information-sharing systems, removal of transit 
permit fees affecting Tanzanian transporters, removal of charges affecting Zambian transporters 
entering Tanzania, and resolution of concerns relating to the retention of drivers' passports. 

Both countries reaffirmed their commitment to resolving remaining trade barriers and 
strengthening regional integration through continued cooperation. 

 

          

Minister Hon. Dennis Londo  from Tanzania  and  Hon. Njavwa Simutowe from Zambia after 

meeting of 4th - 7th  May,2026 



 



 



 
NATIONAL SOCIAL SECURITY FUND (NSSF) UPDATE 

 



 
TANZANIA BUREAU OF STANDARDS (TBS) UPDATE 



 
OUR ASSOCIATE MEMBERS 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Stop letting your profits 

siphoned away !  

Fuel theft is the one of the 

biggest hidden cost in 

fleet management. If you 

are losing money. 

Our advanced fuel level 

sensors give you pin 

point accuracy, instant 

alerts, and total peace of 

mind. Protect your 

bottom with technology 

that literally pays for 

itself. 

Contact us today to 

secure your fleet!  

Kenya: +254 722 363 

005 

Tanzania: 255 753 317 

118 

TRAIL MY CAR 
SOLUTION 



 
OUR ASSOCIATE MEMBERS

Did you know that by 

registering with Korridor, 

you can pay all you can 

pay all your border fees, 

road toll gates, peages, 

including Abraham 

Mokola Toll plaza and 

Konkola Toll plaza, 

completely cashless!  

No more giving cash to 

your drivers 

Call/Text me today for 

free registration and enjoy 

seamless payment 

services across Zambia, 

Rwanda, Democratic 

Republic of the Congo, 

and other southern 

African Development 

Community countries 

KORRIDOR 
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